
Department of
Lands and Works


est. 1871-1908

Ministry of the
Environment


renamed 1976-1978

(includes Water
Rights Branch)

Department of
Forests


est. 1975-1976

Department of
Environment


est. 1975-1976

(includes Water
Rights Branch)

Parks and
Recreation Division


1949-1957

Department of
Lands, Forests and
Water Resources


renamed 

1962-1975 disest. 


(includes Water
Rights Branch)

Department of
Lands and Forests

renamed 1945-1962


(includes Water
Rights Branch)

Department of
Public Works

est. 1908-1975

Department of Lands
1908-1945


(includes Water Rights
Branch est. 1909)

Ministry of Forests

renamed 1976-1986

Ministry of
Agriculture

renamed 1976-1980

Ministry of Parks

est. 1988-1991 disest

Ministry of Crown
Lands


est. 1988-1991 disest

Ministry of Lands
and Parks


 est. 1991 disest.

Ministry of
Environment, Lands

and Parks

est. 1991-2001

Ministry of Lands,
Parks and Housing

est. 1978-1986 disest

Ministry of
Environment


renamed 1988-1991
disest.

Ministry of
Environment and

Parks

est. 1986-1988

Ministry of
Environment


renamed 1979-1986

Ministry of Water
Land and Air

Protection

est. 2001-2005

Department
of Recreation and

Conservation

1957-1975

Ministry of Natural
Resource

Operations

est. 2010-2011

Ministry of Forests,
Mines and Lands


renamed 2010-2011
disest.

Ministry of Forests

renamed 1988-2005

Ministry of Forests
and Lands

renamed 1986-1988

Ministry of Social
Services and

Housing

est. 1986-1991 disest

Ministry of
Environment


 renamed 2005-2017

Ministry of
Agriculture, Food

and Fisheries

renamed 2000-2005

Ministry of
Agriculture and

Lands

renamed 2005-2010

Ministry of Energy,
Mines and
Petroleum
Resources


renamed 2005-2010

Ministry of Forests,
Lands, Natural

Resource
Operations and

Rural Development

renamed 2017-2022

Ministry of Forests,
Lands and Natural

Resource
Operations


renamed 2011-2017


Ministry of Energy
and Mines


renamed 2011-2012

Ministry of Energy
and Mines


est. 1998-2005

Ministry of
Sustainable
Resource

Management

renamed 2001-2005

disest.

Ministry of
Environment and
Climate Change

Strategy
renamed 2017-

Ministry of
Municipal Affairs

and Housing

renamed 1976-1978

Ministry of Forests
and Range


renamed 2005-2010

FORESTSAGRICULTURE ENVIRONMENT MINES/ENERGYPARKS
PUBLIC WORKS /


TRANSPORTATION


Ministry of Citizen's
Services


renamed 2017-

Ministry of
Education

renamed 1998-2022

Ministry of Children
and Family

Development

renamed 2001-

Ministry of Attorney
General


renamed 2017-

Ministry of
Advanced

Education and Skills
Training


renamed 2017-

Ministry of
Agriculture, Food

and Fisheries

renamed 2020-2022

Ministry of Labour

est. 2017-

Ministry of Jobs,
Economic Recovery

and Innovation

renamed 2020-

Ministry of
Indigenous

Relations and
Reconciliation
renamed 2017-

Ministry of Health

renamed 2011-

Ministry of Finance

renamed 2001-

Ministry of Tourism,
Arts, Culture and

Sport

renamed 2020-

Ministry of
Transportation and

Infrastructure
renamed 2008-

Ministry of Social
Development and
Poverty Reduction

renamed 2017-

Ministry of
Municipal Affairs


renamed 2020-

Ministry of Mental
Health and
Addictions

est. 2017-

Note: only substantial transfers of functions identified 

through legislation or Orders-in-Council (OICs) are noted 

as arrows. More functions may be transferred to additional
Ministries not included here. All dates are from OICs and

legislation. There may be cases of overlap between name use 

or delays in implementing name changes.


Solid line = Ministry renamed or continued, often with minimal
change to functions


Dotted line = Some functions transferred, resulting  from
reorganization, the disestablishment (disest.) or establishment

(est.) or a Ministry. See associated OICs for details

Ministry of Energy,
Mines and

Petroleum Resources

renamed 1978-1996

disest.

Ministry of Energy,
Transport and

Communications

(energy portfolio
created 1976)


renamed 1976-1978
disest.

Ministry of Mines
and Petroleum

Resources

renamed 1976-1978

Department of
Mines and
Petroleum
Resources


renamed 1960-1976

Dept. of Mines 

formally est. 
1899-1960

Ministry of Energy

renamed 2010-2011

Ministry of
Agriculture

renamed 2010-2020

Department of
Agriculture
1916-1976

 Department of
Finance and 
Agriculture

est. 1873-1916

Ministry of Energy,
Mines and
Petroleum
Resources


renamed 2017-2020

Ministry of Energy
and Mines 

renamed 2013-2017

Ministry of Energy,
Mines and Natural

Gas

renamed 2012-2013

Ministry of Labour

est. 1996-2001

Ministry of
Agriculture and

Food

renamed 1998-2000

Ministry of Fisheries

est. 1998-2000 disest

Ministry of
Agriculture,

Fisheries and Food
renamed 1991-1998

Ministry of
Agriculture and

Fisheries

est. 1986-1991

Ministry of
Agriculture and

Food

renamed 1980-1986

Ministry of Finance
and Corporate

Relations
renamed 1986-2001

Ministry of Finance

renamed 1976-1986

Department of
Finance


renamed 1929-1976

Ministry of
Education, Skills

and Training

est. 1996-1998

Ministry of
Education. Science

and Technology

renamed 1978-1979

Ministry of
Education

renamed 1976-1978


Ministry of the
Attorney-General

renamed 1976-1979

Treasury Department

formally est. 


1899 (separate Minister
first appointed1916)-1929

Ministry of Jobs,
Trade and

Technology

renamed 2017-2020

Ministry of
Aboriginal Relations
and Reconciliation


est. 2005-2017


Ministry of
Technology,

Innovation and
Citizen's Services


renamed 2013- 2017

Ministry of Justice

(may also be known
as Ministry of Justice

and Attorney
General)


2012-2017

Ministry of
Advanced
Education

renamed 2013-2017

Ministry of Public
Safety and Solicitor

General

est. 2001-

Ministry of Small
Business and Red

Tape Reduction

est. 2015-2017 disest

Ministry of
International Trade


est. 2013-2017 disest

Ministry of Jobs,
Tourism and Skills

Training

renamed 2012-2017 Ministry of Natural

Gas Development

est. 2013-2017 disest

Department of
Education

est. 1920-1976


Department of the
Attorney-General

est. 1871-1976

Ministry of Tourism,
Arts and Culture

est. 2017-2020

Ministry of Social
Development and
Social Innovation


renamed 2013-2017 
Ministry of

Municipal Affairs
and Housing


renamed 2017-2020

Ministry of
Community, Sport

and Cultural
Development 


renamed 2010-2017

Housing functions
transferred to Ministry

of Municipal Affairs and
Housing

Ministry of Attorney
General


1979-2012

Provincial
Secretary

Ministry of
Universities,
Science and

Communications

est. 1979-1986 disest


Provincial
Secretary

Department of Health
and Welfare


est. 1946-1959 split

Branches: public health,
social welfare, hospital

insurance services


Provincial
Secretary

Dept. of the
Attorney-
General

Department of
Health Services and
Hospital Insurance


1959-1973

Department of
Social Welfare

est. 1959-1970

(Provincial
Board of Health

1893-1907)

(Provincial
Board of Health

1907-1946)

Department of
Health


1973-1976

Ministry of Health 
renamed 1976-2001

Ministry of Health
Services


est. 2008-2011

Ministry of Health

renamed 2005-2008

disest.

Ministry of Health
Services


renamed 2001-2005

Ministry of Health
Planning


est. 2001-2004
disest.

FINANCE

Ministry of Post-
Secondary
Education
est. 1986

Ministry of
Advanced

Education and Job
Training


renamed 1986-1989

Ministry of
Advanced

Education, Training
and Technology


renamed 1989-1993
disest.

Ministry of Skills,
Training and

Labour 

est. 1993-1996 disest

Ministry of Labour
and Consumer

Services

renamed 1986-1993

disest.

Ministry of Skills
Development and

Labour 

renamed 2001-2005

Ministry of Labour
and Citizen's

Services

renamed 2005-2009

Ministry of
Economic

Development

renamed 2005-2008

Ministry of Small
Business and

Economic
Development


renamed 2004-2005 Ministry of
Advanced
Education

renamed 2001-2008

Ministry of
Advanced

Education, Training
and Technology


est.1998-2001

Ministry of Labour

est. 2009-2011 disest

Ministry of Management
Services


(Includes Public Service,
Cabinet Operations,

Corporate Service Branch,
Vital Stats, Privacy, etc.)


est. 2001-2005 disest

Ministry of Citizen's
Services


renamed 2009-2011

Ministry of
Multiculturalism and

Immigration

est. 2000-2001 disest.

Ministry of
Community

Development,
Cooperatives and

Volunteers

est. 1999-2001 disest

Ministry of
Advanced

Education and
Labour Market
Development


renamed 2008-2010

HEALTH EDUCATION
ATTORNEY
GENERAL

Ministry of Tourism,
Sport and Arts

est. 2005-2008

Ministry of Housing,
Recreation and

Consumer Services

est. 1993-1996 disest

Ministry of
Consumer and

Corporate Affairs

est 1976-1986 disest.

Ministry of Labour

renamed 1976-1986

Department of
Labour


est. 1917-1976


Provincial
Secretary

LABOUR

Department of 
Highways

and Public Works

1975-1976

Department of
Highways
1955-1975

Ministry of
Highways

and Public Works

renamed 1976-1978

Ministry of
Transportation,

Communication and
Highways

renamed 1978-1979

Ministry of
Transportation and

Highways
renamed 1979-2001

Ministry of
Transportation

renamed 2001-2008

Department of
Transport and

Communications

Est. 1973-1976

 Department of
Rehabilitation and

Social Improvement

1970-1973

 Department of
Municipal Affairs


est. 1934-1976 Department of
Commercial

Transport and
Communications


1973

 Department of
Commercial

Transport

est. 1959-1973

 Railway
Department

1911-1959

Dept. of Consumer
Services


est. 1973-1976 dis.

Ministry of Small
Business and

Revenue
renamed 2005-2009

disest.

Ministry of
Community,

Aboriginal and
Women's Services

renamed 2001-2005

SOCIAL
SERVICES

Dept. of the
Attorney
General

 Department of
Housing


est. 1973-1976

Ministry of
Municipal Affairs

and Housing

renamed 1996-1998

Ministry of
Municipal Affairs

and Transit
renamed 1986

Ministry of
Municipal Affairs


renamed 1978-1986

Ministry of
Municipal Affairs


renamed 1986-1988

Ministry of
Municipal Affairs,
Recreation and

Housing

est. 1991-1993

Ministry of
Development, Trade

and Tourism

est. 1991 disest.

Ministry of Tourism,
Recreation and

Culture
renamed 1986-1988

Ministry of
Municipal Affairs,
Recreation and

Culture 

renamed 1988-1991

disest.

Ministry of
Municipal Affairs


renamed 1993-1996

Ministry of
Municipal Affairs


renamed 1998-2001

Ministry of
Community

Development

renamed 2008-2009

Ministry of
Community

Services

renamed 2005-2008

Ministry of
Aboriginal Affairs

1991-2001 disest.

Ministry of Native
Affairs

1988-1991

MUNICIPAL
AFFAIRS

INDIGENOUS
AFFAIRS

Dept. of the
Attorney
General

Provincial
Secretary

 Department of
Human Resources


1973-1976

 Ministry of Human
Resources


renamed 1976-1986

Ministry of Social
Development and

Economic Security

renamed 1999-2001

Ministry of Human
Resources 


renamed 1996-1999

Ministry of Social
Services


est. 1991-1996

Ministry of
Community and

Rural Development

renamed 2009-2010

Ministry of Tourism

est. 1980-1986

Ministry of Housing
and Social

Development

renamed 2008-2010

Ministry of
Employment and

Income Assistance

renamed 2005-2008

Ministry of Human
Resources


renamed 2001-2005

Dept. of the
Attorney
General

Ministry of Tourism
and Small Business

Development

est. 1978-1979 disest

Provincial
Department of

Fisheries

est. 1947-1957

Department of
Recreation and

Tourism

renamed 1975-1976

Department of
Travel Industry


1967-1975 merged

Department of
Recreation and
Travel Industry

renamed 1976

Ministry of
Recreation and
Conservation


renamed 1976-1978
disest.

Ministry of the
Provincial Secretary
and Travel Industry

renamed 1976-1978

Ministry of
Provincial Secretary

and Government
Services


renamed 1978-1988

 Department of the
Provincial Secretary


est. 1872-1976

(Multiple functions
and departments

included over time)

Ministry of
Government
Management

Services

renamed 1988-1991

Ministry of Tourism
and Provincial

Secretary

renamed 1988-1989

Ministry of
Provincial Secretary

renamed 1989-1991

disest.

Ministry of
Government Services

est. 1991-1996 disest.

Ministry of Women's
Programs and
Government

Services

renamed 1991 disest.

Ministry of Small
Business, Tourism

and Culture

est. 1993-2001 disest.

Ministry of Tourism

est. 1991-1993 disest

Ministry of Women's
Equality


est. 1991-2001 disest.

Ministry of Tourism

est. 1989-1991 disest

BUSINESS / TRADE / TOURISM

Dept. of
Lands and

Works

PROVINCIAL
SECRETARY

Ministry of
Economic

Development

renamed 1986-1988

disest.

Ministry of
International
Business and
Immigration


est. 1988-1991 disest
Ministry of Regional

and Economic
Development


renamed 1989-1991
disest.

Ministry of Economic
Development, Small
Business and Trade

est. 1991-1993 disest.

Ministry of Regional
Development

est. 1988-1989

Ministry of Industry
and Small Business

Development

renamed 1980-1986

Department of Trade
and Industry

1937-1957

Ministry of Industry,
Tourism and Small

Business
Development


renamed 1979-1980

Department of
Industrial

Development, Trade
and Commerce


1957-1974

Department of
Economic

Development

1974-1976

Ministry of
Economic

Development

renamed 1976-1979

Department of
Industries


est. 1919-1937

Dept. of the
Attorney
General

Ministry of Energy,
Transport and

Communications

Energy functions
transferred to Ministry
of Energy, Mines and
Petroleum Resources

Ministry for Children
and Families


est. 1996-2001

Ministry of
Employment and

Investment

est. 1993-2001

Ministry of
Competition,
Science and
Enterprise


renamed 2001-2004

Ministry of Provincial
Revenue

(Includes Provincial
treasury, mineral tax
collection and home

owner grant)

est. 2001-2005 


Ministry of Healthy
living and Sport


est. 2008-2010 disest.

Ministry of Tourism,
Trade and Investment


renamed 2010-2011
disest.

Ministry of Tourism,
Culture and the Arts

renamed 2008-2010

Ministry of
Technology, Trade

and Economic
Development


renamed 2008-2009

Ministry of Regional
Economic and Skills

Development

renamed 2010-2011

Ministry of Social
Development


renamed 2010-2013

Ministry of Science
and Universities


renamed 2010-2011

Ministry of
Deregulation


est. 1978-1979 disest

Ministry of
Intergovernmental

Relations
est. 1979-1987 disest

Ministry of
International Trade,

Science and
Investment


renamed 1986 disest.

Ministry of
International Trade

and Investment
est. 1985-1986

Added to Ministry
of Community,
Aboriginal and

Woman's Services

Ministry of
Continuing

Education and Job
Training


renamed 1986

Ministers of State were
appointed for the following

regions at various times
between 1987-1989 


(not listed here)




Cariboo

Kootenay


Mainland/Southwest

Nechako


Nechako and Northeast

North Coast

Northeast

Okanagan


Peace River

Thompson-Okanagan and

Kootenays

Vancouver Island/Coast


Vancouver Island/Coast and
North Coast

Other functions
transferred to the

Ministry of Education,
Ministry of Attorney

General

Housing function to
Ministry of Social

Services and Housing

Housing function from
Ministry of Lands,

Parks and Housing

Treaty Negotiation
to Ministry of the
Attorney General

2008

2022

1986

1871

 YEAR

Ministry of Finance
and Corporate

Relations, Ministry
of Employment and

Investment, and
other Ministries

Multiple Ministers of State for
various topics appointed by
Premier Gordon Campbell
from 2001-2011. Not listed

here

"Minister's Responsible for..."
are not include in list.

Common responsibilities
include culture, housing,
multiculturalism, public

service, etc.

Ministry of Citizen's
Services and Open

Government

renamed 2012-2013

Ministry of Small
Business,

Technology and
Economic

Development

renamed 2009-2010

Ministry of
Advanced
Education

renamed 2011-2012

Ministry of Advanced
Education, Innovation

and Technology

renamed 2012-2013

Ministry of Jobs,
Tourism and
Innovation


renamed 2011-2012
Ministry of Labour,

Citizen's Services and
Open Government

renamed 2011-2012

Functions
from various

Ministries

Functions to Ministry
of Employment and

Investment

Ministry of Solicitor
General


est. 1988-1991 disest

Functions from
Ministry of the

Attorney General

Functions from
various Ministries

Other functions
transferred to Ministry

of Finance

Functions
from various

Ministries

Some functions from
Ministries of Health,

Environment and
Community Services

ADVANCED
EDUCATION

Some additional
functions from

Depts. of Labour
and Finance


Sources:

British Columbia Orders-in-Council




BC Archives authority records




BC Legislative Library Cabinet /

Executive Council Appointment lists

BRITISH COLUMBIA GOVERNMENT MINISTRIES


1871-2022


David Eby
2022-    

Christy Clark

2011-2017

Gordon
Campbell
2001-2011

Ujjal Dosanjh
2000-2001

Dan Miller

1999-2000

William Vander
Zalm

1986-1991

Rita Johnson

1991

Michael Harcourt

1991-1996

Glen Clark
1996-1999

William Richards
Bennett


1975-1986

PREMIER

2008

2022

1986

1871

 YEAR

Ministry of Energy,
Mines and Low

Carbon Innovation

renamed 2020-

Ministry of
Education

renamed 1979-1996
disest.

Functions
from various

Ministries

Established by OIC
213/2017. No

information on source
or transfer of functions 

15 Premiers from
1871-1903


...
Sir Richard McBride


(1903-1915)

William John Bowser


(1915-1916)

Harlan Carey Brewster


(1916-1918)

John Oliver
(1918-1927)


John Duncan McLean
(1927-1928)


Simon Fraser Tolmie

(1928-1933)


Thomas Dufferin
Pattullo


(1933-1941)

John Hart

(1941-1947)

Boss Johnson


(1947-1952)

W.A.C. Bennett


(1952-1972)

Dave Barrett

(1972-1975)

Functions to
additional
Ministries

Created by Rachel McRory, June 2021
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a n d   B C  A r c h i v e s

Ministry of Jobs,
Economic Development
and Competitiveness  


renamed 2020

Ministry of
Agriculture and

Food 

renamed 2022-

Ministry of
Education and Child

Care

renamed 2022-

Ministry of Forests

renamed 2022-

Ministry of Land,
Water and Resource

Stewardship

est. 2022-

Ministry of
Emergency

Management and 
Readiness
est. 2022-

Ministry of Housing

est. 2022-

Housing functions
transferred from

Ministry of Municipal
Affairs

Ministry of Jobs,
Economic

Development and
Innovation


renamed 2022-

Ministry of Post-
Secondary

Education and
Future Skills

renamed 2022-

Ministry of Water,
Land and Resource

Stewardship

renamed 2022-

John Horgan

2017-2022 



  

